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Research question

How to empower people in 
the landscape labs?

▪ Approaches 

▪ Perceptions / reflection

▪ Next steps



Agroecolo-
gical 

principles

Landscape lab approach 

Transdis-

ciplinary 

research

Landscape 

scale (fields 

+ semi-

natural 

habitats)

Real-World 

settings

Co-design 

with 

landscape 

actors 

Space for 

experiment-

ing & co-

learning 

Options for 

transfer-

ability
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Empowerment = Process of building capacities

Zamenopoulos et al. 2021; Busse et al. 2023
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Semi-structured interviews 

(semantic web analysis):

▪ Need for agroecological transformation 

and regional collaboration

▪ Perceived dependence from global agro-

food system and EU policy with limited 

scope of action and self-efficacy 

(Busse et al. 2021)

Results: Perceptions at the start 



Results: Reflection of co-design process
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Practitioners / farmers (n= 15)



Discussion: Interpretation

▪ Interrelated levels = community + individual 

empowerment (Zamenopoulos et al. 2021)

▪ Power over transforming agricultural 

landscapes = difficult without: 

▪ “radical metamorphoris of the social network 

[agro-food system]” (Foucault 1977),

▪ changing social practices (Maller 2023) and 

“deep values” (Rossi 2020) 

▪ Encourage horizontal and vertical 

collaborations is needed



Next steps

Power with: Creating inspiring practical 
examples that encourage collaborations

Power to: On-going co-design process 
and reflection

Power within: Better integrate ecological 
and practical knowledge
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Power over: Stimulate deep and more 
systematic changes 
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Thanks for your attention!

I invite you to:

• exchange experiences in different labs

• jointly compare results (cross-case analysis)

• collaborate in workshops for in EU 
partnership on agroecological living labs

Dr. Maria Busse

E-Mail: maria.busse@zalf.de

https://www.final-projekt.en/

mailto:maria.busse@zalf.de
https://www.final-projekt.de/


Results: Reflection of co-design process
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